charts or tables. Information including the names and reigns of the most important emperors and kings, changes in the economy (cf. for example the numbers at 28-34) and in the bureaucracy, the structure of the social hierarchies, palatine and senatorial appointments, and offices of the military would have been much more accessible to the reader if it had been organized into charts and tables instead of being left in the text.
Many scholars have recently approached Late Antiquity in 'Taschenbüchern'. Two good German examples are: René Pfeilschifter, Die Spätantike. Der eine Gott und die vielen Herrscher, Beck 2014, and Henning Börm, Westrom von Honorius bis Justinian, Kohlhammer 2013. The first is mainly focused on historical events. The second, even if limited to the fifth and sixth centuries, is useful: it begins with an introduction to the sources, and more importantly, it includes at the end a basic "Glossar" in addition to the chronological tables. The reasonable number of endnotes and the well-selected bibliography make the handbook a good instrument for students. K.'s volume does not offer any of these aids except for the overlong "Chronologie" (359) (360) (361) (362) (363) (364) (365) (366) (367) (368) (369) (370) (371) (372) (373) .
The absence of very basic footnotes or endnotes is particularly damaging to this book, in which also the sources are quoted but not properly referenced to, and sometimes decontextualized. The general bibliography at the end is mainly German and English, with a few important examples of French scholarship. This is understandable, considering the scope of the book and the audience for which it is meant. However, the bibliography is simply listed at the end rather than distributed into thematic sections, which would have benefitted the reader of this work. The absence of a structured secondary literature, combined with the absence of footnotes or endnotes, makes it very hard even for a specialist (and certainly impossible for a beginner or a young scholar) to understand how this bibliography has been instrumental to the book. Young scholars need to understand from what sources the information is derived. Therefore, from the didactic point of view, I am not sure how helpful this book can be.
While I think that the book is very well written and that the author has an excellent knowledge of the field, the absence of instruments that help the reader navigate the text weakens the usefulness of this book as a tool to learn the history of Late Antiquity. Perhaps a new edition may address some of these issues.
